What is a linguistic BA seminar all about?

In this seminar, students are expected to write their dissertations in English. If you want to write your BA in Ukrainian or Russian (I do not guarantee both options are available), you should make individual arrangements.

A BA dissertation typically consists of the following main parts:

· introduction
· a theoretical chapter
· an analytical chapter
· conclusion
· references/bibliography
· a Polish summary

A BA dissertation is typically about 30 pages long (although there is no limit as to how long it can be).

A BA dissertation is essentially a semi-academic paper. In my ‘dydaktyka’ you can find one of my early papers with comments showing how its parts correspond to a student's dissertation.

Topic of the dissertation

By the of October, you are expected to have chosen the topic of your dissertation. It can be anything language-related that allows you to formulate a thesis that you will be able to prove.

A topic is not a thesis: a topic is more general while a thesis is more specific: again, something you argue for.

You can write about anything that concerns languages known to you (English, Polish, Russian/Ukrainian). Even though you will write in English, you don’t have to write about English. It is probably not a good idea to write about Polish or Russian exclusively, but you can write a comparative Russian-Polish dissertation).

Dr Hosang and prof. Guz have in recent years run a linguistic seminar (for English students, but the same things apply). You can check the topics of works supervised by them and come up with something along these lines. For translation-themed theses, you can check works supervised by dr Nowacki.


Using AI in the writing process

Use of AI tools for writing a dissertation is regulated by a document issued by the Rector (available on my ‘dydaktyka’ as well). In short, you are allowed to use AI to write your thesis. However, if you choose to do so, you’re supposed to be transparent about it by listing all the prompts to go with your thesis.

A thesis that features blatantly AI-generated sections is unlikely to be given a mark higher than a three.[footnoteRef:2] This does not mean that you cannot use AI to improve the language of your work, but you should do so in a way that is not visible (by modifying the output of AI to match your writing). [2:  This applies  to a situation where you copy-paste fragments from a chatbot directly to your thesis. Using AI for research purposes (e.g. to collect literature) is acceptable (even encouraged).] 


The most important thing is that the language/style of your work is supposed to be consistent throughout and should ideally reflect your own writing style.


Passing the winter term.

To pass the seminar this term, you are expected to do the following (at least to some extent):

· choose the topic of your thesis
· prepare a plan for your thesis
· collect preliminary data
· formulate an actual thesis (that is, what you will actually prove) based on the initial data
· gather the most essential literature on the subject
· prepare a mini-research project that you will later develop into an actual dissertation
